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Punta Gorda Horseman’s Association


Newsletter

August 2010

Presidents Message

Hopefully everyone is having a good summer and staying “cool”!  Looking at our country, our temperatures are average!

If you have not attended a PGHA meeting, I urge you to attend Tuesday, August 10th at 6:30 PM at the Harold Avenue Recreation Center.  It is the meeting we vote on all the proposed changes to our by laws, rules and regulations and show bills in each discipline.  It is important that the members have a voice in the way PGHA is run as an organization and the shows reflect what the member’s desire.

Our July 17th summer show was a huge success, we had 40 riders: many of them new to PGHA and several new members joined that day.  Remember if you join before September 1st, you get a $5.00 discount.  As in the past, if you are interested in yearend awards, you must show a minimum of 5 shows (or 5 judges).  Each horse must be nominated.  The fee is $35.00 or a minimum $50.00 sponsor. Also a minimum of 15 volunteer hours is required.  Please sign up to work at the shows as help is needed to run all the events.

Our next summer show is Saturday August 21st beginning at 10 AM. Gayle Rogers is the show manager that day. Please call 941-380-2325 to volunteer. If you have not had an opportunity to ring steward, it is a great learning experience.  The judges usually share what they are looking for in a class.  The gate person is very important.  It keeps the show moving along.  Everyone likes prizes, so volunteering at the trophy table is rewarding.

Our next trail ride/ poker run will be in October.  Our committee is working on the time and place.

See you at the August meeting.

Marlene
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Meeting Minutes

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING – JULY 12, 2010

The meeting was called to order at 6:40 p.m.

OLD BUSINESS:

1. Secretary’s report – the minutes were accepted as printed in the newsletter.

2. Treasurer’s report – There is about $5000 in the accounts which will be moved to the savings account.

3. Banquet – Concerns regarding the banquet were discussed about the quality of the food and the cost.  Laura St. John and Pam D’Amore will be following up with the Cultural Center.  Laura reported that she has spoken with them and they are willing to work with us to make sure this would not happen again in the future.  Perhaps we can get a discount for next year.   Changing the venue was discussed.  The benefits of using the Cultural Center are that they do discount the fees because we are a 501C4 organization and we have the use of the facilities for the entire day allowing us the opportunity to set up throughout the day.  They do not charge us for the use of a separate room where we set up the prizes.  Hopefully we can negotiate a compensation to decrease the cost to us for next year.

4. Scholarships – Three students received scholarships: Olivia Ewing, Chelsea Gage and Kaci St. John. The money will be paid to their schools in the fall.

5. Fundraising - We are continuing to sell shirts and caps.  

6. Tower Fund – The plaques are ready to be mounted to recognize the original tower fund donors.  We will soon be soliciting again and will put plaques up for any future donors as well.

7. Sports Council – Sean Spoonts attended the last meeting.  There was discussion regarding a fight at a baseball meeting.  Each organization will be expected to police their individual groups for appropriate behavior.  If there continues to be problems the County will step in and set up guidelines for the groups. 

[image: image2.wmf]
NEW BUSINESS: 

Proposed Show bill and Discipline Rule/Regulation Changes: (Please see specific show bill/prize lists/Rules included in this newsletter/email)

1. Hunter/Jumper – There will be an addition of a flat division which will consist of a Hunter In Hand Class, a Hunter Under Saddle Class and an Equitation on the Flat Class.  This division will be open to anyone showing at the canter and will be held in the grass ring.  We are also adding a Children’s Pony Hunter 2’ Division which will consist of two Over Fences Classes and a Hunter Under Saddle Class (see Prize list).  This division is open to anyone under the age of 18 who is showing a pony and jumping 2’ or above.  If you are showing the same pony at a lower fence height you are not eligible to enter this class.  If you are showing a different horse or pony at a lower fence height then you are eligible.
2. Speed – Show bill changes include a deletion of the Arena Race and addition of Keyhole.  They will discontinue the Mystery Event.  The order of classes will change.  There will be numbering of the lead line classes to avoid confusion.  It will be stressed that Poor Boy is Non-Refundable.  There was a proposal to change the point system for speed where the places would receive the same number of points no matter how many people were in the class (vs. the current sliding scale based on the number in the class).  If this is accepted though speed riders would not be eligible for the Overall PGHA High Point Year End Award.  The Board recommends that the point system should be constant through all three disciplines. 

3. Performance – Performance will be dropping the Stallion class.  Youth Halter will be dropped.  The Green Horse classes will not be Walk/Trot but rather Walk/Jog/Lope and Walk/Trot/Canter.  Both Western and English Disciplined Rail classes will be added.  Showmanship classes will change to age groups – Youth 13 and under; Junior 14-17 and Senior 18 and over.  There will be 3 shows that will include APHA classes and the cost for those classes will be higher.  They will be trying to add similar AQHA classes as well if approved.

4. An Overall Year End High Point Award is to be given for each discipline: Hunter/Jumper; Performance and Speed.  This award would be given to the horse and rider combination who had the most points overall of all classes they entered throughout the year.  All points earned in every class will be added together to determine the winners.
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General Rules to be voted upon:
Rule 4 - Will state “Non-showing member” and delete “non-riding member”

Rule 6 – No January deadline to get in half of one’s volunteer hours.  The required fifteen hours must be completes by May 15th and will be available to purchase for $300 prior to May 15th.

Rule 36 – Change to “when performing/riding and entering the arena”

Rule 43 – Add “or licensed farrier”.

Rule 50 – Change “Rules” of another organization to “Guidelines”.

There will be no exceptions to the rules for attire or to any rule.

In case of a tie for High Point both riders will get High Point awards.

Proposed Changes to the By-Laws:

Officers – Background checks will be performed.  Anyone convicted of a felony or moral turpitude will be ineligible for office.

Directors – There will be no stated number of directors for each discipline.

Executive Board – There will be no stated number of members for the board.


A Special Thank You to our

Sponsors!

$250 Sponsors


$150 Sponsors

Lydia Gattanell



Harn R/O Systems

$100 Sponsors
Amy Kelly & Family, C&F Movers, Inc. 
Equestrian Services Inc., 
Generations Farm South/Holly Kobie
Viki Parkes Stars Of Tomorrow Performing Studio
$50 Sponsors 

Awesome Trips Travel, Barbara Ann's #1 Aunt & Uncle, Beautiful Boundaries, 
Big Island Excavating Inc., Bits & Saddles Riding Stables,  Bridle Brook Stables, Inc., Cape Coral FOP Lodge #33, Charlotte Animal Hospital, Charlotte Harbor Homes, Inc., 
Charlotte Harbor Properties, Inc., 
Collingswood Animal Hospital, Crossties Farm & Garden, EMD Water Treatment, Extreme Equine, 
Futrals Feed Store, Garage Doors of Naples,
 Hobbs Grading Service, Iron Horse Horseshoeing, 
Lori Rinker, Joseph J. Maggiore DDS, Muscle Car City, 
Off Duty Lawn Care, Poppa's Boots Ann
Port Charlotte Elks #2153, Punta Gorda Animal Hospital, 
Quality Water Services, Starboard Yacht Brokerage, Inc., 
Suncoast Vacuum & Appliance, The Atlas Agency,
Unity Medical, World Martial Arts Academy
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PGHA 2009/2010 Board Members��Marlene Tehrani President�941-639-5313��Gayle Rogers 


Vice President�941-380-2325





Shelley Winter Secretary


941-639-4798





Sean Spoonts Treasurer�941-743-6997��Pam D'Amore


Sergeant-at-Arms�941-639-6622��Ali Claremont


AND


Sue Wiseman


Performance Directors�Ali: 239-825-4533


Sue: 239-433-3040��Don Ebersole 


AND


Doug Collins


Speed Directors�Don: 941-833-2285


Doug: 863-494-9822 ��Laura St. John Hunter/Jumper Director�941-769-4720��Robert George


Past President�239-634-8410
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Reminder:


JOIN BEFORE SEPTEMBER 1ST AND SAVE $5.00 ON YOUR MEMBERSHIP FEE!





Voting for these proposed changes to the rules and regs and bylaws will be at the August 10th meeting.  If you want a vote you must be at the meeting.





Meetings are held the 2nd Tuesday of each month at the Harold Avenue Recreation Center.








Summer Show Series


Next show:


August 21st, 2010


Go to:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.thepgha.com" �www.thepgha.com�


for the show bill.














Manes & Reins 4H Horse Club’s Annual


Fun Show/ Fund Raiser


September 18th,2010


Contact Sara Sariego for information


941-979-0596














